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The History Behind the Grant County Home Products Dinner
During the 1941 Kansas Legislative Session in the 

state capitol of Topeka, Representative Will Christian 
from rural Grant County had been bragging that he 
could prepare an entire dinner using only food grown 
and produced in Grant County. By the 1940’s commer-
cial irrigation was widespread in Southwest Kansas, 
making it possible for Representative Christian to 
make this claim. 

During the Fall of 1941, Representative Christian 
hosted a dinner in Grant County for twelve of his 
fellow legislators and the Lieutenant Governor. 
Representative Christian’s wife, Nora, prepared this 
home products dinner in their ranch home in rural 
Grant County, and served the party in their dining 
room. 

The dinner became an annual event for the 
Christian’s until Representative Christian’s retirement 
from the Kansas Legislature. In 1962, the Grant County 
Chamber and several local citizens revived the dinner, 
naming it the Grant County Home Products Dinner.

 The Dinner was still a showcase of locally grown 
products, but it evolved into a dinner to which the pub-
lic and elected politicians were invited. In September 
1963 the first “modern” Dinner was served. Today the 
dinner serves approximately 1,500 people every year. 
Over the course of the forty plus years the Dinner 
has been served, the menu has remained essentially 
unchanged. 

Barbeque beef is the main course, served with scal-
loped potatoes, baked pinto beans, candied sweet 
squash, cherry tomatoes, sweet corn, whole wheat 
rolls, strawberry jam, watermelon, ice cream and milo 
doughnuts. Every year it takes approximately 800 
pounds of beef to supply the main course, along with 
4,000 cherry tomatoes, a pickup load or two of sweet 
corn, 2,000 milo doughnuts, 100 pounds of pinto 
beans, 400 pounds of potatoes, 1,800 whole wheat 

rolls, 50 squash, 40 pounds of strawberries, and 50 
watermelons. 

The Grant County Chamber is still very involved with 
the Dinner, and has an eight-person Home Products 
Dinner committee that coordinates the dinner. The 
committee is a four-year commitment, allowing com-
mittee members to learn the process of putting 
together the Dinner in steps. By the time the food is 
served, the committee will have coordinated approx-
imately 700 volunteers and 50 clubs to help with 
everything from picking and shucking sweet corn 
to setting up chairs and tables. The Home Products 
Dinner is served every year on the third Tuesday of 
September. 

Planning for the Dinner begins the November of the 
preceding year. Over the course of eleven months, the 
committee picks entertainment for the Dinner, choos-
es a theme and complimenting artwork, coordinates 
with local farmers to grow the products needed for 
the dinner, and begins to solicit other donations such 
as plastic ware, cups, and coloring supplies for the 
young children in attendance. 

Depending on the maturation of the sweet corn 
crop, the first work day for the committee and the 
community volunteers is corn day,usually during July 
or August. On that day, the sweet corn is picked from 
the field, shucked, cut off the cob, cooked, and put in 
the freezer for storage until the Dinner in September. 

Over the following two months the committee coor-
dinates the gathering of potatoes during harvest, as 
well as pinto beans, and the collection of wheat flour 
for the rolls and milo flour for the doughnuts from 
local farmers. During the week before the Dinner, the 
committee swings into full action, picking tomatoes, 
squash and watermelons. The committee then dis-
tributes the products to local clubs and schools to be 
prepared for the Dinner. Additionally, the committee 

is responsible for the cooking of the barbeque beef 

the night before the dinner. 

In addition to the food, the committee is responsi-

ble for setting up the local Civic Center for the dinner. 

With help from community groups and companies, 

tables and chairs for 1,500 people are set up, and 

the Civic Center is decorated. Following the Dinner, 

the committee coordinates the clean-up of the Civic 

Center and the kitchen and the return of decorative 

items. 

A commemorative button featuring that year’s art-

work is the admittance ticket. The button can be 

purchased at several local businesses for $10.00. The 

money raised supports scholarships for local Grant 

County youth who have graduated from high school 

and are attending college. Over the past fifteen years, 

over $100,000.00 has been awarded to local high 

school seniors. 

For more information about this event, contact the Grant 

County Chamber of Commerce at (620) 356-4700, or online 

at www.ulysseschamber.com.
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BUTTON — The 2021 Home Products Dinner 
Button (below) was designed by Maleah Walker.

i’m lovin’ it

PROUD SPONSOR OF PROUD SPONSOR OF 
GRANT COUNTY’SGRANT COUNTY’S

58th ANNUAL58th ANNUAL
HOME PRODUCTS DINNERHOME PRODUCTS DINNER

105 W Oklahoma
Ulysses, KS

(620) 356-3507

DOWNLOAD THE 
McDONALDS APP 

TODAY!

2021 HPD COMMITTEE — This year’s dinner is headed 
by these residents. From (l-r): Derick Hockett, Sarah 
Britton, Josh Sullivan, Natalie Flores, Jose Perez, KJ 
Freeman and Dustin Walker.
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The 2021 Home Products Dinner Donors
58th Annual Home Products Dinner 2021 Donors

Air Comfort Consultants
J&L Smith Farms
USD 214 Opaa!

Alejandro’s
Jeri Lynn Wells Agency/Shelter Insurance

Walker Seed Sales LLC
All Pro Auto Parts

im Wilson Crane Service
Warner Automotive

American Implement
JR’s Glass

Weber Refrigeration
American Wheat Producers Association

Kansas Soybean Commission
Welcome Home B&B

Anderson Imaging
Kepley Wheat Seed

Western Kansas Irrigation
Atmos Energy

Kroy Industries
Bank of Ulysses
KULY AM/FM

Bear Creek Coffee Company
Local Dairy Farm Families of Dairy Max

Betty Davis & Family
Lowes Food Market

Bill & Jo Barnes
Martin’s Well Service

Bill & Kathy McGillivary
Marvin’s Farm Equipment 

Birla Carbon
Bob Dale

Matkin Accounting
Mathew Medill, CPA Dirks, Anthony & Duncan

Bob Wilson Memorial Hospital
Moyer Aviation, Inc

Mixer Center Border Line Well Service
Brown Dupree Oil
NextGen Feeders

Clay & Nancy Scott
Paige Kratzer Farm Bureau Financial Services

Cory Nagel Agency/American Family Ins.
Paleteria Y Neveria Ice Cream on Main Street

Creative Creations
Pioneer Communications

D K Liquor
Dave’s Electrical Inc

Pioneer Electric Cooperative
Pizza Hut (Grand Mere Restaurant Group)

David & Terri Pucket Family
Prairie Vista Dental

Daylight Donut
Precision Auto Body

Red Bell Cleaners
Dragon-Line

Ross Of Ulysses, Inc
Faulkner Real Estate

Santa Fe Trail Coffee Co./Sid Nightengale
First National Bank

Scheopner’s Water Conditioning
Frazee Abstract & Title

Skyland Grain
Garden City Coop

Skylight Construction, Inc.
Garnand Funeral Home

Smyth Oil & Gas Services
Genesis Family Health

Sonic Drive In
Golden Plains Credit Union

	 Southwest Kansas Sales LLC
			   Carquest	

Grant County Bank
Steve Eddie Machine LLC

Grant County Civic Center Staff
Sunflower Electric Power Corporation
Grant County Community Foundation

Tarbet Construction
Grant County Drug/Next Door

TED’S PlumbingGrant County Farm Bureau 

Association Tom &Marieta Hauser
Grant County Farm Bureau Financial Services

Ulysses Ace Hardware
Grant County Feeders/Five Rivers Cattle Feeders

Ulysses Car Wash
Grant County Insurance

Ulysses News
Grant County Senior Center
Ulysses Veterinary Hospital

Hampel Oil
United Country Stutzman Realty & Auction	

Hay, Rice & Associates
United Prarie Ag

Historic Adobe Museum
USD 214

Innermotion Engine Rebuilding 
USD 214 Cooks

The Home Products Dinner Committee

- Derik Hockett

- Sarah Britton

- Josh Sullivan

- Natalie Flores

- Jose Perez

- KJ Freeman

- Dustin Walker

218 N. Main St | Ulysses, KS | 620-356-1201 | ulynews@pld.com
The Ulysses News & Vendor
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Tuesday, September 21st, 2021
The Grant County Civic Center

The 58th Annual Home Products Dinner

Open 
Mon. - Sat.

7:45am - 9pm 
Sun. 1pm-6pm

502 S. Colorado
Ulysses, KS

58th Home Products Dinner58th Home Products Dinner
September 21st, 2021September 21st, 2021

“It’s A Great Day At Lowe’s!”“It’s A Great Day At Lowe’s!”
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COMPLETE AUTO BODY REPAIR
AUTO GLASS

SPRAY IN BED LINERS

2525 WEST OKLAHOMA AVE | 620-356-5656 | ULYSSES, KS

At Shelter, we are proud to serve many diverse and vibrant 
communities. We’ll work with you to build an insurance plan that 
fits your budget and your lifestyle. 
Set an appointment and see how Shelter’s Shield can work for you.

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Jeri Lynn Wells
111 South Glenn Street, Ulysses, KS 67880

620-356-3300
JWells@ShelterInsurance.com

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

®

Respect Matters.

Leighty Ag Appraisal Service, LLCLeighty Ag Appraisal Service, LLC
534 S. Main St | Ulysses, KS | 534 S. Main St | Ulysses, KS | 

620-356-5190620-356-5190

We thank all of the farmers, volunteers, and 
businesses involved in making this year’s  

Home Products Dinner a success.
Thank You For All You Do

58th Annual 
Home Products Dinner

September 21st,
2021

Stop in and purchase your Home Products Dinner Button

This cannot go above the 
pink line

Please make the right size!
Don’t stretch this ad



THE ULYSSES NEWS   7   HOME PRODUCTS 2021

Purchase Your Home Products Dinner Button At Our Store!

2718 W. Oklahoma • Ulysses, KS • 620-356-3460

Stop in & purchase your 

Home Products Dinner Button! 

220 E. Oklahoma | Ulysses, KS
356-1922 | www.johnsonstatebank.com

58th Annual 
Home Products Dinner

September 21st, 2021
7:00 P.M.

Celebrating The 58th Celebrating The 58th 
Home Products Dinner!Home Products Dinner!

A Proud Supporter of the Home Products DinnerA Proud Supporter of the Home Products Dinner

Owned & Operated by Marvin & Pam MeileOwned & Operated by Marvin & Pam Meile
Serving Southwest Kansas for 46 Years!Serving Southwest Kansas for 46 Years!



USD 214
111 S Baughman St, 

Ulysses, KS
(620) 356-3655

58th ANNUAL 58th ANNUAL 
HOME PRODUCTS DINNERHOME PRODUCTS DINNER

SEPTEMBER 21st, 2021SEPTEMBER 21st, 2021
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is one of our many
SPECIALTIES

Fix this ad size



Celebrate Community Celebrate Community 
With Family & FriendsWith Family & Friends

The 58th Annual The 58th Annual 
Home Products DinnerHome Products Dinner

Tuesday, September 21st, 2021Tuesday, September 21st, 2021
The Grant County Civic CenterThe Grant County Civic Center
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2021 Home Products Dinner Entertainment
Comedian William Lee 

Martin

HOME PRODUCTS DINNER 2021 — Volunteers help cut corn for 
the 2021 Home Products Dinner. Pictured: (l-r) Robyn McKown, 
Lakyn Freeman and Elizabeth Rodgers.

Comedian William Lee Martin is a storytelling 
comedian who takes audiences on a fulfilling jour-
ney. Whether he’s proudly speaking of his youngest 
daughter’s designation as “class-clown,” or sharing 
the twists and turns of his recent vasectomy, Martin 
humbly reveals his true self for the sake of a good 
laugh. Don’t be fooled by Martin’s 6-foot-2-inch 
outward appearance, which includes his signature 
cowboy hat, boots and Texas drawl, as his on-stage 
persona is not an act – his middle-America story-
telling is as genuine as it gets. Martin’s vibrant 
routine reflects life as a husband, father and friend. 
No matter the topic, Martin’s gentlemanly wit and 
charm shine brightly like his wide Texas smile. 
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HOME PRODUCTS DINNER 2021 — Volunteers assist with 
cutting corn for the 2021 Home Products Dinner. Pictured: 
(l-r) Sheryl Deyoe, Monica Walker, Joyce Briggs and Robin 
Leonard.

HOME PRODUCTS DINNER 2021 — Volunteers help cut 
corn for the 2021 Home Products Dinner.

STRAWBERRY JAM—Employees of the 
Grant County Senior Center processed the 
strawberries and made the jam for the 
annual Home Products dinner on May 22, 
2021.
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John R. Cozzens, DMD
Bradyn M. Bishop, DDS

209 W. Central • Ulysses, KS • (620) 424-4311
www.prairievistadental.com

Proud To Sponsor The Proud To Sponsor The 
58th Annual Home Products Dinner58th Annual Home Products Dinner

September 21st, 2021
Grant County 
Civic Center

7:00 p.m. 

Join Us For Join Us For 
The 58th Annual The 58th Annual 
Home Products Home Products 

Dinner!Dinner!
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Skyland Grain, LLC
Connecting Our Producers To The World

 620-492-6210

Skyland Grain @Skylandgrain

 www.skylandgrain.com

Now Offering:
Precision Ag 
through Heartland Soil Services!
Give them a call at 620-298-2780
or email 
landon.o@heartlandsoilservices.com

Aerial Application 
Skyland Aerial
Call 620-492-6210 
for more information


